
KANSAS APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL MINUTES 
Emergency Meeting 
Virtual Date 2/4/2026 

Time: 2:32 pm 

 

Members were present for most or all of the meeting 

Dr. Mark Johnson, Vice Chairman – Professor of Workforce Development, Pittsburg 
State University, Pittsburg, KS 
Bev Mortimer, Jobs for America’s Jobs Kansas 
Gene Sicard – IBEW 304 
Deb Scheibler, Executive Director, Kansas WorkforceOne 
Alise Martiny, International Vice President, Operative Plasterers and Cement Masons’ 

Dr. Jennifer Seymour, Secretary - Vice President of Gen. Ed & Applied Tech, WSU, 
Andover, KS 
Wade Robinson, Representative, Mid-American Carpenters Regional Council 
Neelima Parasker, President and CEO Snap IT Solutions, Overland Park, KS 
 

 
 
Members were not present for meeting 
Roy Konkey, Retired ATR USDOL 
John Clark, Chairman – Training Director at Wichita Plumbers and Pipefitters. 
Tony Naylor – Training Director at Wichita Electrical Training Center 
Katy Reynolds, County Health Services 
Mike Gibson – Associated General Contractors of Kansas, INC 
 

 

Office of Apprenticeship Department Staff   

Shonda Atwater, Director of Internships and Apprenticeships 
Andre Heath, Deputy Director of Internships and Apprenticeships 
Courtney Halsey, Senior Program Manager  
 
Public 
None were present 
 

 

Director’s report – Shonda Anderson  

Director informed present members about Congress bills.  

• Committee hearing 



o Link was sent to KAC members prior to meeting 
• Short-term Pell and CTE funding – incentivizes K-12 and colleges to use this funding 

o Draft legislation – short turnaround; opinions due Friday at 5pm 
o Mike Beene has to look at this as well before Friday 

 
• Bill overview – WIL26031 
• Bill overview – WIL26029 

o  

 

Unfinished Business 

Strategic Plan Update 

 

New Business  

Announcements & Public Agenda 

 

Meeting Schedule 

March 25, 2025 - virtual 

June 10, 2025 – virtual 

Sept 9, 2025 - virtual 

November 2025 meeting during National Apprenticeship Week – Second week in 
November in-person 

 

 

Meeting adjourned @  Dr Mark Johnson moves to adjourn, Tony Naylor second motion 
passed 

 

 


